
Transcript of Sermon delivered by Mike Kim on 4/19/14

I had a nice sermon prepared, a nice Easter sermon, actually it's the Sabbath 
sermon when Jesus was in the grave.  And my idea was, what do you do when Jesus is 
dead? What do you do on that day, on that Sabbath when Jesus is in the grave and He 
hasn't risen yet?  What do we do on this Sabbath day before the Easter of tomorrow.  But 
I chucked that sermon for something more interesting.  And this is not really an Easter 
sermon and it's not very happy.  So please forgive me.  But one redeeming factor:  it's 
short. Yeah.

I knew that I would start late today, because there was a lot of music.  So there is 
no introduction to this sermon.  There is no funny story, or any stories in this, so you're 
going to have to pay attention a little more.  So I'm getting right into the main idea. 
Ready?  We have just skipped like 20 minutes of the sermon, and now we—you know, 
that's how I do it, I get to the main idea towards the end, and some of you can't 
understand why I do that, but that's my style, take it or leave it—and so right here we are 
at the main idea, and this is the question:  Ready?  It's heavy, right off the bat.  Ready for 
the question?  

Why are prostitutes more righteousness than pharisees, according to Jesus?  (Mat. 
21:23 [sic. 21:31?])  Why are Pharisees [sic. Prostitutes?] and the tax collectors, the worst 
of the sinners at that time, more righteous than the good people who have never missed a 
Sabbath, who are very diligent about abiding by the law.  Why are the worst of sinners 
more righteous—I've been asking this question quite frequently since 2009, but I don't 
know that we've answered this explicitly, so I'm asking you this explicit question in the 
light of the controversy that we've been having at Vallejo Drive lately.  There was a 
business session this past Tuesday for church discipline of a member who has been 
making people uncomfortable, to say the least, and we've been trying to work with this 
person to stop.  

And to come to her defense, and to the defense of some people in this 
congregation, when there is something wrong—as prostitution, and tax collection, and 
homosexuality, and whatever you want to fill in the blank—we can't just say, “that's 
okay,” can we?  

Well, the rumor has been going around that Pastor Mike has been saying that 
homosexuality is okay.  Have I ever said that?  Have I ever said prostitution is okay?  Did 
Jesus ever say prostitution is okay by saying that they are more righteous than the 
Pharisees?  No, no, there's a difference.  And so I kind of want to talk about this 
uncomfortable subject again, because it's in the minds of so many of you—yeah, you've 
emailed me and called me, that's how I know.  So tell me, let's talk about this.  This is a 
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very important question—why were the prostitutes more righteous than the Pharisees, 
according to Jesus—because this could help us from repeating history and deceiving 
ourselves from thinking that we are okay, when we're not.  Because we might be the 
Pharisees, you know?

How many of you are Pharisees?  Yeah, if you raised your hand, you're not a 
Pharisee.  Yes, that's how it works.  Pharisees don't realize they're Pharisees.  And I hope 
that the rest of you that did not raise your hands will realize that you are Pharisees. 
Alright . . . so, don't argue with me about this, alright?  Because this is what Jesus says. 
Prostitutes and tax collectors were the worst.  And you can fill in the blank, like I said. 
You might say, why are homosexuals—practicing homosexuals—more righteous than the 
law-abiding, church-going believers.  Right.  That should offend some people. Is that any 
different than what Jesus said?  IT IS NOT!  So why would—if Jesus were here, and we 
are pointing fingers at the homosexual people, practicing homosexuals, as the pharisees 
did to the prostitutes and the adulterers and the liars or whatever, the sinners—why why 
would Jesus point fingers at us and say, “you are worse than those that you are pointing 
fingers at!”?  Why Jesus say this?  

Alright, so that's what we're going to discuss.  Anybody?  Why would Jesus say 
this?

Female congregant:  We are sinners ourselves, and we are called to be kind and loving. 
And if we are not kind and loving, then we are not following God.

Mike Kim:  But they're not following God, either.  Maybe they're not kind and loving 
either.  Why are we worse than they.  At least we're not doing those . . . evil acts. 

Male congregant:  The holier-than-thou attitude is the sin.  We're all sinners, but we take 
that to the next level when we throw in the “we're holier than you are” attitude.  

Mike Kim:  So for me to think that I am better, is worse than the sin itself that we are 
trying to point out. Is that true?

2nd female congregant:  As pharisees, they know better.  They have the truth, and they 
choose to ignore it.  

Mike Kim:  Hold that, I'll get to you.  We have a youth member that wants to say 
something; I don't want to miss this opportunity.

2nd male congregant:  I don't know what the question was [laughter] but I guess you 
don't judge someone because they sin differently than you.  You know we're all in this 
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earth, and so it's just a matter of what sin—all sin is sin; one sin is not more wrong than 
the other.  

Mike Kim:  Well, you answered the question even though you didn't know the question. 
Alright, the question is, “why are the worst sinners more righteous than the holy people 
of the church?”

3rd female congregant:  They know who they are, and they're not hypocrites. 

Mike Kim:  So the worst sinners recognize their sin, while the pharisees do not.  But the 
pharisees don't have sin.  What is there to recognize?  

3rd male congregant:  This is just what I think.  I think that the worst sinners, they show 
and they know that they have the sin, but the pharisees are trying to hide it, they're trying 
to hide their sin.

Mike Kim:  Ohhhh.  So by wearing a nice suit, I'm trying to hide who I really am.  That 
I'm really a slob [laughter] and I love junk food.

4th female congregant:  There's none righteous, no not one.  Okay.  And the pharisees 
think that they're righteous, and they don't admit that they're sinners, while the prostitute 
or whomever knows that she's sinful.  

Mike Kim:  So this is the next question, then:  “should we not point fingers at sinners 
anymore?  Should we not rise up and say, “hey, that is sin, that's wrong.”?  Is it not okay 
to just say, “hey, we recognize that there is some 'wrong way to live,' behavior that's not 
acceptable.  Can we not just say that?  Isn't that okay?  That's the question of the religious 
people.  The pharisees always say, “We're not judging anybody, we're just trying to point 
out the things that are not right in our midst.  And it's our job.”  Is it our job?  Has God 
ever asked us to be the judges of the world?  So tell me, why do Christians keep doing it? 
Why are we arguing about whether we should be doing this in this church?  Why?  Well, 
because we have the truth?  We think we have the truth—I think I have the truth.  We all 
think we have the truth.  But that's beside the point.

Alright.  So here it is.  See if this passage helps:  Ephesians 6:12.  Go there. 
Ephesians 6:12. Memorize this passage, because its pivotal to how you will understand 
life with God in this world.  Ephesians 6:12.  And this is a very famous passage that we 
do not integrate into our lives as Christians.  How do we know this?  Because we keep 
doing this opposite of what this passage says. Ephesians 6:12 says, “For our struggle is 
not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
powers of this dark world, and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” 
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What is it saying? That our real struggle is what?  The struggle that matters has nothing, 
or very little, to do with the things that are happening in the physical life?  Is that right? 
Our battle is not against what we see, against flesh and blood, the physical aspects of life. 
The battle is a spiritual one?  Yes, it is a spiritual one.  And if you win the physical battle 
and lose the spiritual one, then what good is that?—is the message of Jesus and the Bible. 

So what is the problem with religion?  It continually emphasizes the physical 
warfare. It wants people to keep in line, dress well, not cuss, tithe, etc.  And while Jesus 
doesn't disagree with what the religious people taught, he certainly did not agree with 
their emphasis.   

Alright, write this down.  There are two types of immorality:  Immorality of the 
Flesh.  What's the other one?  Immorality of the spirit.  Which is worse, immorality of the 
flesh or immorality of the spirit?  Spirit.  How much worse is it?  It's a billion times, at 
least, worse than immorality of the flesh.  So if immorality of the flesh—name it—all the 
immorality of the flesh.  There's a whole bunch of them, that we point fingers at.  If that 
is nothing compared to immorality of the spirit, THEN WHY DO WE EVEN 
EMPHASIZE IT AT ALL?!!  Do you see why Jesus did not emphasize immorality of the 
flesh?  

If we think that religion is still about flesh and blood, we are in direct opposition 
to Christ and the Bible. If we have been preaching about immorality of the flesh when it 
is nothing compared to immorality of the spirit, then we have been doing the Devil's 
bidding.  The enemy might not be trying to keep people away from church.  He has been 
far more successful in getting people in the church to focus on the wrong things.  All 
immorality of the flesh are splinters; immorality of the spirit is a plank, is a log, is a 
telephone pole.  You see the comparison, right?  A log versus a splinter.  A splinter is not 
even really visible.  How many times bigger do you think a log is comparable to a 
splinter?  I'd say at least a hundred million, right?  That's the difference, folks.

James 1.  “Christians with logs in their eyes have been condemning those with 
splinters with so much anger and hatred.”  This is not James 1; as you are going there I'm 
reading something.  “Please, be not concerned about any immorality of the flesh.”  Can 
you hear this, please?  “Be not concerned about any immorality of the flesh.  It is none of 
our business anyway, because we are not the judges of them.”  Even if that was really 
important, we should not be concerned about it.  But its NOT EVEN IMPORTANT!! So 
why are we so concerned?  It is anti-Christ!!

Anti-Christ is not the Papacy.  It could be the Papacy if they are doing what is anti-
Christ, but anti-Christ is in our hearts!  Through our spirit of judgment, through our 
holier-than-thou attitude, through our misunderstanding of what God is asking us, our 
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misunderstanding of what our struggle really is.  Is it about flesh and blood?  It is not! 
The Bible is so plain and clear about this.  Jesus' life is so clear, isn't it?  WHY DON'T 
WE FOLLOW CHRIST, FOR ONCE?!!

Alright, James 1 talks about pollution of the world and moral filth.  In the light of 
what we're talking about, see if you can understand what moral filth really is, what it 
really is in James 1.  Alright, I'm reading from verse 19 of James 1:  “My brothers and 
sisters, take note of this.  Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to 
become angry.  Because human anger does not produce the righteousness that God 
desires.  Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil, and the specific evil, that is so 
prevalent.  And humbly accept the word planted in you which can save you.  Those who 
consider themselves religious” verse 26, “those who consider themselves religious and 
yet do not keep a tight rein on their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is 
worthless.  Religion that our God and Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look 
after orphans and widows in their distress and keep oneself from being polluted by the 
world.”

So, if the bible is mostly concerned about immorality of the spirit, then what is it 
talking about when it speaks of being polluted by the world?  What is the pollution? 
What kind of moral filth is James one talking about?  We automatically assume its 
homosexuality.  It's all the –you name it: prostitution and tax collection—whatever that 
was evil in the Bible, the worst things.  We have these things about what moral filth is. 
But look at the context of this passage.  What is it talking about before it says moral filth, 
and the evil that moral filth is the evil that is so prevalent—it's so prevalent—and he's 
talking to believers, isn't he.  James is talking to believers and saying this is dangerous, 
it's so prevalent among you.  What is he . . . what is the verse before that?  Anger, anger. 
What does it say?  It says “human anger does not produce the righteousness that God 
desires.”  Is it talking about anything that is external?  No it's talking about something 
that is within us, our attitude, something that is internal.  

Before it talks about being polluted in verse 27, what does it say?  Religious 
people that do not control their tongue.  Later on in James 3:6 it says, “The tongue is a 
fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole body, sets the 
whole course of one’s life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.”  The real issue with 
God is not the immorality of the flesh we condemn through our tongues.  It is our tongues 
that reveal our complete lack of understanding of who God is, by judging and 
condemning those with minor issues compared to ours.  

This is my conclusion.  Vallejo Drive Church does not want to major in minors. 
We do not want to continue the devil's bidding by focusing on the immorality of the flesh. 
If you agree, say “amen.”  God promises that immorality of the flesh will be 
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automatically dealt with anyway when we deal with our immorality of the spirit.  Does he 
not?  And what kind of results of the flesh is God looking for?  If the spirit is dealt with, 
how does it come out in our lives, in the physical life?  Are we no longer of the . . . 
whatever you want to fill in the blank.  No, its much more positive than that.  Verse 27. 
Religion that our Father and God accepts as pure and faultless—the result of the 
conversion of the spirit—is what? To look after orphans and widows in their distress. 
That kind of thing is the sign fro which you can tell whether a person is being 
transformed by God.  It is not so much that you are no longer coming to church without a 
tie.  Many of you realize that, I don't – yeah, some of you are not wearing ties.  I'm glad 
you realize that, I'm not judging you.  The result is not negative.  The transformation of 
the spirit that leads to transformation of the flesh is mostly love, which covers a multitude 
of sins.  Amen.

That was really hard without stories, huh?  Yikes!  You know, I write four pages, 
when I do an average sermon.  And today was two pages, because I took out all the 
stories.  And some of you think that I tell too many stories.  But I think now you realize 
that we need stories—that was kind of too intense for too long.  

I hope my message is clear and I hope that you can agree to the kind of community 
we want to be.  We do not want to major in minors!  We do not want to be concerned 
about whether we have practicing homosexuals in our midst.  Why?  Because that's 
immorality of the flesh, and how important is immorality of the flesh?  NOT VERY 
IMPORTANT AT ALL!!!  IT'S A SPLINTER COMPARED TO . . . logs.  So let's deal 
with our hearts, huh?  Let's realize the hypocrisy within us.  And perhaps if we humble 
ourselves and we no longer come across as holier-than-thou, perhaps our worldly friends 
will turn to us, perhaps we could win them over to Christ.  Perhaps they will come to 
church with us, BECAUSE THEY DO NOT FEEL JUDGED!

That's what this offering is for.  We want to turn around, as the four girls did by 
being baptized today, living a new life.  Although we have been baptized already, through 
this worship service, through this offering, we want to say to God, “Lord I did not realize 
that I had been majoring in minors.  And Lord please forgive me and help me to 
emphasize things that actually matter to you.  And may that be the experience as we have 
this time of offering.  Let us pray.

Lord God, thank you for making it easy for us because we are sinners.  And in our 
sinfulness, there is freedom when we have been transformed in the spirit.  Forgive us for 
being so focused on the matters of the flesh when that is not our struggle.  And help us to 
realize that those things will fall in line anyway, when we deal with the things that are 
really important, matters of the heart.  So Lord accept our offering as a sincere token of 
our promise that we want to follow you instead of the enemy from now on.  Without 
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knowing, we have been doing the devil's bidding, we realize, and cutting off the work 
that the Spirit has been doing with the world.  We've been sabotaging the work of God 
rather than helping it.  But we want to turn that around, Lord, at least this community, 
through the way we live our lives with humility and respect for others, even though they 
may be heinous sinners.  Because we realize that it is not about the matters of the flesh. 
So thank you for your acceptance of our hearts through this offering.  In Jesus name, 
amen.  
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